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PURPOSE: To improve the recognition accuracy 
and recognition rate by setting a correlation value 
limit value according to a reference image and 
varying the correlation value limit value 
according to the number of candidate points. 
CONSTITUTION: A comparator 6 compares the 
degree (b) of correlation with the correlation 
value limit value (b) and when the degree (b) of 
correlation is larger than the correlation value 
limit value (c), the current degree (b) of 
correlation and coordinates in an input image (a) 
are registered in a candidate point storage means 
7. This operation is executed for whole part of the 
input image (a), and all candidate points are 
registered in the candidate point storage means 7, 
1 k A *: s ~ sequentially. At this time, the correlation value 

limit value (c) is set to a proper value 
corresponding to a selected reference image and a 
proper number of candidate points are extracted. 
If the state of an input image (a) changes and a proper number of candidate points are not 
obtained with the set correlation value limit value, a correlation value limit value 
variation quantity input means 10 varies the correlation value limit value. Consequently, 
the recognition accuracy and recognition rate of even an image which differs in 
correlation degree can be increased. 
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